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POLITICS 


Bill would mandate the use of E-Verify 


But critics say federal online database can be 
manipulated and deny jobs to eligible workers 


By Jeff Horseman 
jhorseman@scng.com 
@JeffHorseman on Twitter 


A House bill co-sponsored by 
an Inland congressman would re- 
quire employers to use a federal 
online database to verify a pro- 
spective employee’s eligibility to 
work in the United States. 

The Legal Workforce Act 


cleared the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee by a 20-10 vote Oct. 25, set- 
ting up a future vote by the full 
House of Representatives. 

The bill would mandate the 
use of E-Verify, an online system 
maintained by the Department of 
Homeland Security that checks 
information provided by poten- 
tial new hires against homeland 
security, Social Security and State 


Department records. The goal is 
ensure American jobs go to those 
who are legally allowed to work 
here. 

The bills lead sponsors are 
Reps. Bob Goodlatte, R-Va.; La- 
mar Smith, R-Texas; and Ken Cal- 
vert, R-Corona. Calvert, who rep- 
resents much of western Riverside 
County, wrote the bill that created 
E-Verify in 1996. 

“Mandatory E-Verify is long 
overdue,” Calvert said in a news 
release on the bill’s introduction. 
“The program is ready to go man- 


datory and the Legal Workforce 
Act will deliver on the promise to 
ensure that American jobs go to 
American workers and those au- 
thorized to work in the U.S.” 

Critics say E-Verify can be ma- 
nipulated and can wrongly deny 
jobs to eligible workers. A consult- 
ing company’s 2009 audit found 
that mainly because of identity 
fraud, E-Verify cleared 54 percent 
of unauthorized workers. 

“The system has already proven 
remarkably ineffective at its in- 
tended purpose — keeping unau- 


thorized workers away from jobs,” 
David Bier, an immigration pol- 
icy analyst with the Libertarian 
CATO Institute, wrote in a May 
2017 blog post on CATO’s website. 

Calvert defended E-Verify in a 
telephone interview Monday. 

“T don’t believe that people who 
are here illegally should be work- 
ing,” he said. “(E-Verify has) been 
in effect for almost 20 years. It’s 
worked very well. It’s grown. It’s 
something that a lot of employers 
are happy to use, and I’m looking 
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VETERANS DAY 


ALUTING [ntik SERVICE 


ANDREW FOULK — CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER 


Navy veteran Moody Baron waves as he rides in the Murrieta 
Veterans float during the Murrieta Veterans Day Parade. 


rom all walks of life, they 


served. 


On Saturday — though the 
holiday fell on a weekend — 
residents across the Inland 

area took time out of their schedules to 


thank veterans. 


In Murrieta, a parade featured fun; 
plenty of red, white and blue and a fly- 
over. The event ended at Town Square 
Park’s Field of Honor, where more than 
2,000 full-sized American flags flut- 


tered in rows. 


At Riverside National Cemetery, a 
bugle call sounded at 11 a.m. sharp to 
begin a ceremony that included music, 
a 21-gun salute, a military flyover and 


speeches. 


Elsewhere there were free meals for 
veterans, free admission to museums 
for former service members, a quilt 
show and even discounted fishing. 

It’s important to continue the tra- 
dition created by President Dwight 
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Members of a Boy Scout troop carry a giant American flag during the annual Murrieta Veterans Day Parade in Old Town Murrieta 
on Saturday. The event ended at Town Square Park’s Field of Honor, where more than 2,000 American flags fluttered in rows. 


ANDREW FOULK — CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER 


Young girls wave flags as floats pass by during the Murrieta 
Veterans Day Parade in Old Town Murrieta on Saturday. 


Eisenhower, Master Gunnery Sgt. Dan 


Smith said. 


“Tt’s as close to the heart as it can 
get, the fact that America takes the 
time to pause,” said Smith, who was 
emcee for the national cemetery’s pro- 
gram. “... We also pause to recognize 
those who presently wear the uniform 
and to say, ‘Come on, America, look up 
— you've got what you got because of 
what the military does. 
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Family members look at the flags at gravesites at Riverside National Cemetery on Saturday. The Veterans Day Ceremony at the 


FRANK BELLINO — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


cemetery included music, a 21-gun salute, a military flyover and speeches. 


IN THE AFTERMATH 


Religious 
leaders 
ponder 
security 


By Deepa Bharath 
dbharath@scng.com 
@reporterdeepa on Twitter 


Pastor Mark Whitlock heard 
the news when he was in his of- 
fice, surrounded by a security 
team, as he prepared to deliver 
his Sunday service. 

There was another mass 
shooting, he heard. And it hap- 
pened at a church — again. 

“We began to weep,” said 
Whitlock, pastor of Christ Our 
Redeemer African Methodist 
Episcopal (AME) Church in Ir- 
vine. “It shook us to our very 
core.” 

The shooting Whitlock ref- 
erenced was at First Baptist 
Church in Sutherland Springs, 
Texas. On Nov. 5, a man with a 
gun walked into the church, me- 
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RECOVERY 


Tale of two fires: 
Lessons to 
be learned 


By Alicia Robinson 
arobinson@scng.com 
@ARobWriter on Twitter 


A woman in exercise clothes 
chatted on her cellphone as she 
walked her dog. A man puttered 
around his front yard, tidying 
up. A backhoe tore into a pile 
of rubble, shattering the morn- 
ing quiet. 

Kevin and Janet Shaevitz 
watched it all. 

Their Anaheim Hills home 
burned down last month in the 
Canyon fire 2, one of 15 homes 
in the area that were destroyed. 

And on a recent Saturday, as 
workers removed charred tim- 
bers and shattered tile from 
damaged lots, Janet Shaevitz 
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INSIDE 


Teens learn about dangers 
of distracted driving 


AT&T program uses virtual real- 
ity to teach teenage drivers the 
consequences of texting behind 
the wheel. LOCAL 1 


So you think you can surf? 
How about on a river? 


Bend, Oregon, is known for craft 
beers and whitewater rafting, but 
that’s not all now. Surfers are try- 
ing the river there. LIFESTYLE 1 
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